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Joe and Dolores met in 1951 at the University of San Fran-

cisco where both were working on their Master’s degrees in       

education. Prior to that Dolores graduated in 1947 from the San 

Francisco College for Women and received her secondary        

teaching credential from SFCW in 1948. They were married in 

1952 and Joe continued to work for the San Francisco United 

School District until 1989. After  retirement, Joe spent over 20 

years as a volunteer at Laguna Honda Hospital (for  the aged and 

infirm). He is also a military veteran serving in the 7th Cavalry 

under Colonel Brice Custer. 

Dolores became a stay at home mother of 4, and was            

involved in numerous volunteer activities. She retired in 1991 

from the Archdiocese, of San Francisco having served 17-1/2 

years as secretary to two bishops and the Director of Finance. 

 As their children became adults Joe  and Dolores’ passion 

became international travel. They have been to all seven           

continents with Africa being their favorite.  

After living in the City of San Francisco most of their lives, 

they moved to Tacoma to be near one of their daughters. They 

chose FTJ as their retirement home because “The campus is so 

gorgeous. We love driving in here everyday...we feel like we are 

living in a resort setting.” Dolores says, “We enjoy the Garden 

Apartments very much. Everyone is so friendly, yet we have all 

the privacy we want and need.  Shirley, the Garden Apartment 

Concierge,  is lovely and helps us in anyway we need.  We find 

everyone at FTJ to be exceptionally friendly and helpful. The staff 

couldn’t be better, and we couldn’t ask for a nicer place to live. 

Choosing FTJ was one of the most important and best decisions 

we have made.” 
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