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Sensor retirement community Franke Tobey Jones celebrates ds centenneal in 2024,

Tacoma retirement community
Franke Tobey Jones turns 100

BY CRANG SAILOR
crdHoFiAT hemewd b ua e

The retired sea captain was
S0 Eager o move in o his new
retirement home that he put his
belongings in o bedroom and
waited on the front sleps for
dignitaries to armve at the jus
completed bullding.

Thee year was 1925 and the
captain had been on a waiting
list to et in po the new facility
which carried the name of
Franke Tobey Jones,

A century later, Tobey Jones'
pogpularity hasn't waned. Bigger
than ever, there's stll 3 waiting
List,

Tacoma’s first retirement
home is celebrating s
centennial this year. The nol-
for-profit's staff and several of
its residents, one a retired his
worian, began researching the
organization’s history to
prodece a book, ' Franke Tobey
Jomes - 100 Years, 100 Sio-
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Redmand and Suranme Barnett have been residents of a Franke
Tobey Jones duplex since 2019, Redmond Barnett helped write a
book an the retirement community’s hiskory

ries, as well as displays and a
viden,

The group’s research went
deep, including poring over
board meeting notes as far back
as 1921,

EARLY DAYS

A century ago, there was no
Social Security, no such thing as
senior living or retrement oom-
munities. Redrees, if they had
mo Family to live with, went Lo

BRETT WG WiEALL Tierde Tol=y ok

lrve 0 “old people's homes.”

Franke Tobey Jones, the
waoman, envisioned something
miore than paar holses or pen-
sioner homes for seniors and
others who no longer could live
independently or with their
fumilies.

Bant Jomes wasn 't the crealor
of the community which, over
the past ceniury, has grown 1o a
220-resident, 20-acre facility
within a stone's throw of Poine
Defiunce Park. It began in 1922
when Tacoma resident Virginia
Muason spearheaded the cre-
ation of a retirement home in &
rentied house at 424 [ STreet,
according 1o Tacoma historian
Hedmond Barnett.

That first howse, called Res-
thalme, according to & newspa
per story, was for men and
wirmen aged 65 or older. There
was no charge for entrance.

“The retired school teachers
and the like were thought o be

SEE RETIREMENT, 114



SINDAT MOVTMEEE B) AU

I
3

LINE=FIY Fgehe Tidesy e

Hesiclents of Franke Tolksy ks gather o s parkarn, date unkingwn,
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RETIREMENT

respeciable, rus: people
ot o Chietd Bk o
fammilies couldny suppors
them,™ ke said

MRS, JONES

Maios (nof o B G-
fused with the Virginia
Masan health care system)
was the wife of Tacoms
et atwd Civil War
weferan pohm Qusincy Ma
sof. Vinginks Mason was &
leader in the suffragist
movemend which worked
B giwe: veoiTiem that right 1o
VI,

Whiile she and hier co
Haails gy “E\.'I.E|]|Il|.
wealehy, Ir was the cash
Imlaksan of 3 nebghbar thad
grd the Franke Tobey
Jross Homne om the map.

That neighbos was
Franke Tobey Jones

[ s livesd across 1he

acconding o Barmsr, ran
card partics, coks aslos
ard] Bagaars oo ralse
MY Thal Camme 5o 4n
eind aroand 'Workd War £
when women began ewter
tmg the wark force in large
AT

I"rodhably Beaiase Tobwy
Perines i alead of its
limee in the 1900s, it began
e Tall barlyind the tinses in
ing 197 0% wiheen ogher,
TROrE T séiior amd
PEIENEMEn ] Commnie.
wore appearing on ihe
latsdsgape, Tabey fones
il st soom Becarne o sl
of vacancies.

Al the time, residends
were resquined to give
Fobey lones Ball of i
axseis and half their i
coarse 1o the faciliy in
exchamnge Tor lifekong
residency and health care
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In BBA, Frarke Tobey ard Chares Hebard Jones setilec
i Tacoma Charles Jones joined with partners to
establsh the 5t Paul § Tacoma Lirnber Co, and it
qQueckly became the workd's Digpes! hembis producer.
Fracke Tolbsy took s ackive imderest m the DiEsiness, fven
showing up on the mill floor, When Charles died in 122,
Frarke kept her quarter share in the comipany ang
maintarsd full oemership and mansgement of the mill in
Hgisaim

Iamy Tabary ppim

R T

et veoumen stamid in the gandiens of Franke Tobey Janes in the 9305
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